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24 Jawgnyy 1951

25X1A

EMORARD FORe _ %

BUBJECT: USSR Merchant Marine

1, There is inclosed a copy of the Master Lend-lLease
Agromment, dated Jume 11, 1942, between the USSR and the U.5.4,
It ie my unlerstanding that the other twp documents you wished,
miyiercm Sblp Seles Aet and Publie law No, 321 - 79th
Coamgross, are awailsble to you in New Orlesns and ne-d not be
forvardel from here, Mr, Porry of the Haritime Comnisolon,
vith whom ve telked, sdvised me that in order for his office
o relansé the letter in his £ile you raguested, a formal rew
pirament will have to go forth from this offies, Ve reviewsd
again the subject metter of that letter, an? I have concluded,
in view of our mubsequent conversstiems, thet the information
was not too pertinent to our purpose, Hovever, if you still
gaaiﬁ?m should have this letter, I will institute a2 recucst

ar 1t .

2, ¥r, Pezg also confirmed the title te the subject
veasals rests vith the Department of State as successor to the
land-lease Administration, These vessels are opor-ted sither
by the USSR Minintry of Merchant Marine or Chief Adminfetratiovs
which i2 a subdivision of this Mindstry. Theve is arparently
ne intermediary agemcy or corporation, Without doubt, the
Ruasians wrd the vessels as public ves-ele and maintein for
them the privilege of sovereign Lmwumity, Tor the sske of ad-
windstration, the Soviet Merchant Marins is divided on a fanc-
tionel and geogrsphic besls, It is probeble thot the term dov.
flot applies to ome of these divisions, but 4t 48 not a legal
entity, fAmong the principsl ports of call, outeide the Soviet
Bloe, of these vessels are Aden, Karachi, Said, Istantul, Hong
Kong, Singevors, Colembo, Antwerp, Fotterdar, Marsellles, Alm
exandria, Tripoii, Tunis end Casailance,
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SECREY

3« We lack forward to having the
&8 soon as it is convenlent = draft
help and cooperation, and are most appreciative of your

25X1A

Inclosures (1) .
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ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

INSTRUCTIONS: Officer designations should be used in the “TO"' column.

and each comment numbered to correspond with the number in the “TO"’ column.

Under each comment a line should be drawn across sheet

before further routing, This Routmg and Record Sheet should be returned to Registry.
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